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Marine Safety Advisory No. 05/2026 

To: Ship Owners/Operators, Masters, Recognised Organisations, and 

Other Interested Parties of Tanzania Zanzibar Registered Vessels 

 

Subject: Improper Extensions of Statutory Certification 

Purpose: This Marine Safety Advisory draws attention to the Tokyo MoU Safety Bulletin 

05/2026 on improper extensions of statutory certificates. It sets out actions for TZIRS-

registered vessels and Recognised Organisations to identify and address any extension that 

may be inconsistent with the applicable Convention or Code before the vessel is exposed 

to port State control action. 

Scope and Applicability: This Advisory applies to all vessels registered under TZIRS that 

hold, have requested, or are operating under an extension of a statutory certificate. The 

instructions to Recognised Organisations apply to all ROs authorised by TZIRS. 

Date: 25 October 2026 

  

1. Tokyo MoU Safety Bulletin 

The Tokyo MoU Safety Bulletin 05/2026, issued in October 2026, addresses statutory certificate 

extensions that conflict with the requirements or limits in applicable international conventions. It 

reports that Port State Control Officers have encountered ships whose certificates were extended 

under SOLAS Chapter I, regulation 14(e) or (f), but which continued commercial trading instead 

of proceeding directly to the agreed discharge and survey ports. 

The Bulletin notes that some ships received three-month extensions and continued, or intended to 

continue, normal commercial operations during that period. An extension is not an additional 

period of ordinary certificate validity. It may be granted only for the limited purpose permitted by 

the relevant Convention provision and where the Administration considers it proper and 

reasonable. 
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2. Conditions for Statutory Certificate Extensions 

Any extension must be permitted by a specific provision of an applicable Convention, Annex, 

Article, or Code with a time limit. It must be limited to the purpose allowed by that provision and 

supported by a proper and reasonable assessment. Under the guidance cited by the Tokyo MoU, 

an extension for completion of a voyage is to allow the ship to reach its named final cargo discharge 

port and then proceed directly to the named port where the required survey or dry-docking will be 

completed. It must not be used to continue commercial operations. 

The following survey and voyage considerations should be addressed, as applicable: 

• An additional survey equivalent to at least the scope of an annual survey should be carried 

out. 

• Where a renewal survey is due, it should be progressed to the maximum extent possible. 

• If dry-docking is required but cannot be carried out, an underwater inspection of the ship’s 

bottom should be undertaken. If underwater inspection is not possible, an internal 

inspection of the bottom structure should be conducted to the maximum extent practicable. 

• The vessel should proceed to the named final cargo discharge port and then directly to the 

agreed survey or dry-docking port. 

• The extension period should be the minimum time required to complete the survey or dry-

docking. 

• The ship’s condition, the voyage distance and duration, and any necessary operational 

restrictions should be considered. 

• The extension period should not exceed the validity period of the new certificate that may 

be issued to document compliance with the recognized classification society’s structural, 

mechanical, and electrical requirements. 

Temporary relaxations introduced during the COVID-19 pandemic have been withdrawn, and 

normal statutory survey and certification procedures have been reinstated. 

3. Actions Required of Ship Owners, Operators and Masters 

Ship owners and operators shall promptly review the statutory certificates of every TZIRS-

registered vessel in their fleet, including certificates that are currently extended, have an extension 

request pending, or are approaching expiry while required surveys remain outstanding. Masters 

shall ensure that the vessel’s certificates and any extension documents are available on board and 

that the vessel complies with all stated conditions. 

• Confirm the exact Convention or Code provision authorising each extension, its permitted 

purpose, the authorized period, and any voyage or operational restrictions. 

• Check whether the ship is proceeding to the named discharge port and then directly to the 

agreed survey or dry-docking port, as applicable. 
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• Do not treat an extension as authority to continue ordinary commercial trading. Do not 

undertake a further commercial voyage under an extension unless that voyage is expressly 

permitted by the applicable Convention provision and the extension conditions. 

• Contact the issuing RO and TZIRS without delay if an extension has been issued, is being 

considered, or its legal basis or operating conditions are unclear. Provide the relevant 

certificates, extension letter, survey status, reason for the extension, approved voyage plan, 

and current vessel condition. 

• If the vessel is already at sea under an extension, immediately notify the RO and TZIRS 

and follow the authorized voyage and restrictions while the case is reviewed. 

4. Instructions to Recognised Organisations 

Each RO authorised by TZIRS shall urgently review any extension already issued to a TZIRS-

registered vessel, as well as any pending request, against the applicable Convention or Code, the 

RO’s delegated authority, the relevant TZIRS–RO Agreement, and the guidance referenced in this 

Advisory. 

• Before issuing an extension, verify and record the applicable legal provision, the reason 

for the extension, the surveys completed and outstanding, the vessel’s condition, and the 

precise period and purpose allowed. 

• Ensure that any extension is limited to the minimum period permitted and needed, and 

specify the named discharge port, the direct onward voyage to the survey or dry-docking 

port, and any operational restrictions where these apply. 

• Where the proposed extension falls outside the RO’s delegated authority, requires Flag 

Administration approval, or presents uncertainty as to its legal basis or conditions, refer 

the case to TZIRS and obtain written direction before issuance. 

• Immediately notify TZIRS of any extension already issued that may not comply with the 

applicable Convention or Code, and submit the extension, supporting survey records, 

assessment, voyage conditions, and proposed corrective action. 

• Do not issue or endorse an extension as a means of allowing continued commercial 

operations beyond an applicable survey, certification, or dry-docking interval. 

ROs shall also bring this Advisory to the attention of their surveyors and relevant technical 

personnel and ensure that any case requiring immediate attention is escalated to TZIRS. 

5. Port State Control Consequences and Immediate Coordination 

The Tokyo MoU states that a ship found operating with statutory certificate extensions contrary to 

applicable Convention or Code requirements may be detained during a port State control 

inspection. Where the extension was issued by a Flag State-appointed RO, that RO may also be 

held responsible for the detention. Detention is not automatic; the decision rests with the relevant 

port State authority under the applicable inspection procedures. 
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Any owner, operator, Master, or RO identifying a potentially non-compliant extension shall 

contact TZIRS and the issuing RO immediately, before the vessel undertakes further commercial 

operations or proceeds on a voyage inconsistent with the extension. Early review is intended to 

identify and address deficiencies in the extension, survey plan, or voyage arrangements before a 

PSC inspection. 

6. Effectiveness and Enquiries 

This Advisory takes effect immediately upon issuance and remains in force until amended or 

withdrawn by TZIRS. It shall be read together with the applicable international conventions, codes, 

IMO guidance, and the vessel’s authorization and certification documents. 

7. References 

Tokyo MoU Safety Bulletin 05/2026, “Improper extensions of Statutory Certification”, October 

2026; SOLAS, Chapter I, regulation 14; IMO Circular MSC-MEPC.5/Circ.1; Survey Guidelines 

under the Harmonized System of Survey and Certification (HSSC) 2025, IMO Resolution 

A.1207(34); and Procedures for Port State Control, 2025, IMO Resolution A.1206(34). 

 

For additional enquiries on this circular, please contact to: 

Director General and the Registrar of Ships 

Zanzibar Maritime Authority 

P.O.BOX 401 

Tel +255 24 2236795 

Website: www.zma.go.tz  

Email: technical@tzirs.tz 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(MTUMWA S. SANDAL) 

DIRECTOR GENERAL & REGISTRAR OF SHIPS 

 

 

http://www.zma.go.tz/
mailto:technical@tzirs.tz


 

 

ANNEX I 

Tokyo MoU Safety Bulletin 05/2026 

Improper extensions of Statutory Certification 

Full bulletin reproduced from the Tokyo MoU Safety Bulletin issued in October 2026. 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 


